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forced by circumstances to take the side of Austria in
1866, his troops displayed such a masterly inactivity
that the general was accused of being a traitor to
the South German allies. After the war, Baden was
anxious to be admitted to the North German Con-
federation, and, as her geographical position made this
impossible for a time, her government maintained a
close harmony with Prussia, until the war with France
brought about the union of all Germany in the Empire.
In the Chamber of Deputies the ministers are op-
posed by the Clericals and Democrats, and rely for
support upon the Liberal or National Liberal party,
whose majority, sometimes overwhelming and some-
times narrow, has continued without a break for more
than thirty years. While, however, this party has, on
the whole, acted in harmony with the cabinet, the
relation between the two has been very different from
that which exists in a parliamentary system. The
majority has occasionally rejected or modified seriously
the measures proposed by the government, and in 1880
it forced out of office a minister whose concessions to
the church it did not approve. At one time, indeed,
the Liberals complained that a new cabinet had been
formed without consulting them or including any of
their members, and that the government did not
sufficiently consider their opinions; but the breach was
healed by the aggressive attitude of the Clericals and
Democrats, which caused the Liberals to rally to the
support of the ministers against their common enemies.1

1 This was in 1868.    The nearest approach to a parliamentary change
of ministers occurred in 1860, when a reactionary cabinet was replaced